Golden Go a
to which but few attained* were an increasingly difficult exposi-
tion of the metaphysic. Besides the university. Madura possessed
one of the largest and most gorgeous shrines in India, a temple
where the ritual side of these studies was demonstrated.
If thev were to master Brahminic philosophy, the Jesuits per-
ceived that one of their number must go to Madura. But how-
could they count on his being received? The Government of Goa
was detested by the Hindus. In 1567 all Hindu temples on Portu-
guese territory had been destroyed and their revenues diverted to
support Christian foundations. Brahmins resident in the city were
obliged by law to listen on Sundays to sermons delivered by
Dominicans. It even appears that under the more fanatical vice-
roys Hindus were not allowed even to worship in private. Thus
Father Dalmeida writes in November 1559, describing how he
and other Fathers were empowered to enter private houses by
night, and. if the inmates were found practising the rites of their
faith, to arrest them.
To effect their purpose the Jesuits selected a certain Italian
aristocrat, Robert de Nobili? who had joined the Society and come
out to Goa in 1605. The instructions they gave him will best be
appreciated by relating what he actually did.
De Nobili set out for Madura dressed as a Brahmin., just as
Ricci made his way in China dressed as a scholar. On arrival at the
city he declared that they should not mistake him for a Portu-
guese, for he was an Italian nobleman, and one, moreover, who
had renounced his family and his estates to become an ascetic in
the Asiatic manner. This ensured him a good reception, for in
India a sage, no matter what his denomination, is always
respected.
Settling in the town,, he was careful to conform strictly to the
usages of his adopted pose. He ate but one meal a day, and that
consisted only of rice, vegetables., and milkT His first step was to
learn Tamil, which with its rich vocabulary and elaborate gram-
mar is one of the most difficult; of Indian vernaculars. By concen-
tration and enormous industry he mastered it in two years. But
this was only the beginning. The Brahminic texts were not avail-
able in Tamil, No-one who was not a Sanskrit scholar could read
them and no-one who was not a Brahmin could aspire to learn
Sanskrit. Moreover, the key texts were reserved for the inner
circle of the hierarchy.
In the East, however, patience and a go-between will procure